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ing and profane science was supplied by his good sense and uncommon
penetration, and the diligence with which he cultivated his faculties by
more sublime sacred studies. He learned very accurately the doctrines
of the Catholic faith, was well versed in the holy scriptures, and was a
perfect master of the Syriac tongue, in which he wrote with great elegance
and propriety. He was possessed of an extraordinary faculty of natural
eloquence. Words flowed from him like a torrent, which yet were too
slow for the impetuosity and multitude of thoughts with which he was
overwhelmed in speaking on spiritual subjects. His conceptions were
always clear, his diction pure and agreeable. He spoke with admirable
perspicuity, copiousness, and sententiousness, in an easy unaffected style,
and with so much sweetness, so pathetic a vehemence, so natural an accent,
and so strong emotions of his own heart, that his words seemed to carry
with them an irresistible power. His writings derive great strength from
the genius and natural bold tropes of the Oriental languages applied by
so great a master, and have a graceful beauty and force which no transla-
tion can attain; though his works are only impetuous effusions of an over-
flowing heart, not studied compositions. What recommends them beyond
all other advantages of eloquence is they are all the language of the heart,
and a heart penetrated with the most perfect sentiments of divine love,
confidence, compunction, humility, and all other virtues. They present
his ardent, humble, and meek soul such as it was, and show how ardently
he was occupied only on the great truths of salvation; how much he
humbled himself without intermission, under the almighty hand of God,
infinite in sanctity and terrible in his justice; with what profound awe he
trembled in the constant attention to his adorable presence, and at the
remembrance of his dreadful judgment, and with what fervour he both
preached and practised the most austere penance, labouring continually
with all his strength " to prepare himself a treasure for* the last hour,"
as he expresses himself. " Who that is proud,*' says St Gregory of Nyssa,
" would not become the humblest of men by reading his discourse on
humility? Who would not be inflamed with the divine fire by reading
his treatise on charity? Who could not wish to be chaste in heart and
spirit by reading the praises he has given to virginity? "

The saint, though most austere to himself, was discreet in the direction
of others, and often repeated this advice, that it is a dangerous stratagem
of the enemy to induce fervent converts to embrace in th& begimting
excessive mortifications.1

St Ephrem brought many idolaters to the faith, and converted grea*
numbers of Arians, Sabellians, and other heretics, St Jerom commends
a book which he wrote against the Macedonians, to prove tte divinity of
the Holy Ghost. He established the perfect efficacy of penance agabst

1 Serrn. Ascetic, x, p. 4*